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Hello, this week our overarching learning focus is African Animals.
A huge well done to our star pupils from last week: Stella and Rosie!
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This term our topic is ‘Animal Safari’, this week our theme is ‘African Animals’. We will be
immersing ourselves in the world of these animals by making lion masks and giraffe hats, writing
about the different animals we can see, making binoculars using junk modelling to help us along
our ‘safari’ week, having an African animal theme on the playdough table and more!

This week, the children will continue to develop their subitising skills (seeing the quantity without
counting) in increasingly complex arrangements. Some arrangements are easier to subitise than
others — e.g. a set of 6 dots arranged in a structured die pattern that exposes the double-3
pattern is easier to recognise than a random arrangement of 6 dots. A key focus this week is to
use the children’s developing understanding of doubles to support their subitising skills. By
moving away from counting for sets that can be subitised, the children will develop their abstract
understanding of number, which will help to support future calculation strategies.

This term we will be consolidating the new learning from last term, we will be recapping the
Phase 3 sounds and reading longer, multi-syllabic words. We will also have a focus on Tricky
Words. Please continue to practice at home with your child, especially with their new Tricky Word
bookmarks, well done to those children who have already mastered Phase 2!

This term our RSHE topic is ‘Healthy Me’. This week the focus is ‘Food Glorious Food’ and the
children will be discussing why eating healthily is important for our bodies.

This week in Topic, we are learning about animals native to Africa, we will be using two books as
vehicles for this learning: The Ugly Five and Handa’s Surprise. Both books have a range of
African animals in them, we will be discussing their habitat and how Africa differs from Europe. In
our carousel of activities, we will be labelling animal body parts using our phonics, writing what
we can see in a beautiful picture of the savanna and making a number of different animal crafts
including one focusing on the beautiful patterns on the animals’ fur.

This week’s question of the week is:




Book of the Week This week we will be looking at Handa's Surprise by Eileen
Browne




