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Welcome to a new term! We hope you've all had a restful and memorable break. We are so excited for this
term, bring on warmer spring weather!
A very happy Birthday to Cody who turned 5 in the holidays!

This term our topic is ‘Growing’ and we're starting with a week all about lifecycles! We'll be exploring books
about lifecycles, making the lifecycle of a frog out of playdough, making frog crafts, exploring a small world
play pond and more!

The Mastering Number Programme has developed the children’s skills in subitising by giving them regular
practice of recognising small numbers without counting. Subitising is important because it encourages the
children to recognise small amounts efficiently (perceptual subitising) and to quickly see the ‘numbers
within” other numbers (conceptual subitising). Both skills will support the children in developing their
understanding of the composition of numbers and will support greater fluency with calculation.

While this week’s materials continue to provide further subitising practice within familiar contexts, a new
focus this week will be on subitising beads on a rekenrek (photographed below). This key piece of
equipment will allow the children to continue to develop their subitising skills as they explore the structure
of small numbers, while building a foundation for further work in Year 1.

This term in Phonics we will be moving onto Phase 4. While there are no new sounds to learn in this
phase, it uses the sounds previously taught to teach the children how to read longer words and words with
adjacent consonants. Below you will see an overview for the term. The C stands for consonant and the V
for vowel.

Reception Summer 1

Phase 4 New tricky words

Week 1 | short vowels CVCC said so have like
Week 2 | short vowels CVCC CCVC some come love do
Week 3 | short vowels CCVCC CCCVC CCCVCC were here little says
longer words
Week 4 | longer words there when what one
compound words
Week 5 | root words ending in: out today
—ing, —ed /t/, —ed Jid/ /ed| —est

This term our RSHE topic is ‘relationships’, this week our focus is ‘My Family and Me'. The learning
intention the children will work towards is: ‘I can identify some of the jobs | do in my family and how | feel
like | belong’.

This week in Topic we will be learning all about the lifecycles of 3 different animal: chicken, frog and
butterfly. For our activities we will be pond dipping up in the garden to (hopefully) see the lifecycle of a
frog happening in real life, making a butterfly lifecycle craft, working our fine motor skills to cut and stick
the lifecycle of a frog in order and extending our writing skills by drawing our own and writing about the
lifecycle of a chicken.

Our question of the week this week is: Do you think Tadpole should have eaten Caterpillar? (Linked to our
book of the week). The skill we will be working on is: Giving a reason.




Book of the Week This week we'll be reading the book ‘Tadpole’s Promise’ by Jeanne
Willis. This story teaches us the lifecycle of a frog and a butterfly with a
twist of humour and unlikely ending!




