This Week's Learning
Week Commencing Tuesday 5" May 2026

Messages Hello! This week we are learning all about growing plants!
A huge well done to our Star Pupil's last week: Felix and Lauren
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Child initiated This week our focus is ‘Growing’! The children will have the opportunity this week to
explore planting, watering and tending to new plants! We are going to plant some fruits
that we will be able to harvest before we finish in July.

This week’s focus is on assessing and deepening the children’s understanding of our
counting system. We will be looking to determine whether the children can demonstrate
these key skills:

tagging each object in a group of up to 10 objects (1-to-1 correspondence)

knowing number names to 10 and their order (stable order principle)

knowing that the last number counted gives the total in the set (cardinal principle)

counting up to 10 things that can't be seen or tagged, such as jumps, hops, sounds,

etc. (abstraction principle)

e understanding that the quantity remains the same when (up to 10) objects are
counted in a different order (order irrelevance principle)

o developing strategies to keep track of what has and has not been counted (e.g.
rearranging objects into a line, moving objects as they're counted)

e recognising the pattern of the counting system, when beginning to count beyond 20.

Phonics This week we will continue with our Phase 4 Phonics, below you can see a termly
overview:




Reception Summer 1

Phase 4 New tricky words
Week 1 | short vowels CVCC said so have like
Week 2 | short vowels CVCC CCVC some come love do
Week 3 | short vowels CCVCC CCCVC CCCVCC were here little says
longer words
Week 4 | longer words there when what one
compound words
Week 5 | root words ending in: out today
—ing, —ed /t/, —ed [id/ /ed/ —est

This term our RSHE topic is ‘relationships’, this week our focus is ‘Make friends, make
friends, never ever break friends (part 2). The learning intention the children will work
towards is: ‘l can think of ways to solve problems and stay friends’.

Topic & Writing This week in our Topic sessions the children will be learning all about the lifecycle of a
flower, how we can care for plants and help them grow and what an ecosystem is! They
will be planting their own seeds, making some adorable cress heads, getting creative
with a flower craft and practicing their writing by labelling a diagram of a flower!

This week our question of the week is: What are some ways we can care for our school
garden?
The skill we are working on this week is: Listening and responding.

Drawing Club This week in Drawing Club we will be looking at the > b
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book ‘Busy Spring’ by Sean Taylor and Alex Morss and SPRING™ "
writing about a bees important role in a garden. ol

Book of the Week Our book this week is called ‘Up In the Garden, Down In the Dirt’ by
Kate Messner. It explores the interconnectedness of nature through the
seasons. The book contrasts the visible work of gardening above
ground with the hidden, essential activity of insects and creatures
below. Its themes include growth, cycles of life, and the quiet
cooperation between humans and nature.




