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Hello! The children are thoroughly enjoying this term so far, they are really getting stuck
in with the planting and caring for our new plants and Grass Heads. All our lovely chicks
have hatched and all the caterpillars are now tucked away in their chrysalis’, our
classroom is buzzing with new life!

A huge well done to our Star Pupil’s last week: Lilly and Theo!

This week we are exploring the world of gardening, the lifecycle of plants and how we
can care for them. The children will have the opportunity to explore gardening
equipment, seeds and soil outside in their child-initiated learning and inside they will be
writing about the lifecycle of a strawberry, matching butterfly wings to make a ‘double
pair’ and playing with gardening themed playdough!

This week’s focus is on assessing and deepening the children’s understanding of
mathematical relationships within numbers to 10, such as doubling and odd/even
numbers.

This week we will continue with our Phase 4 Phonics, below you can see a termly

overview:
Reception Summer 1

Phase 4 New tricky words

Week 1 | short vowels CVCC said so have like
Week 2 | short vowels CVCC CCVC some come love do
Week 3 | short vowels CCVCC CCCVC CCCVCC were here little says
longer words
Week 4 | longer words there when what one
compound words
Week 5 | root words ending in: out today
—ing, —ed /t/, —ed Jid/ /ed] —est

This term our RSHE topic is ‘relationships’, this week our focus is ‘Falling Out and
Bullying (part 1)". The learning intention the children will work towards is: ‘I am starting to
understand the impact of unkind words’.

This week in Topic we are going to explore and learn about the lifecycle of plants and
look at the changes that a dandelion goes through. We will work on our speaking skills
by taking it in turns to share what growing we have done previously at home or at
preschool/nursery and we'll also be spending some time outdoors, practicing meditation
in nature and learning how this can help us to feel calm and happy. In our carousel of
activities we'll be writing about our dream garden, doing some mono-printing paintings,
practicing our reading skills by matching captions to pictures, making diagrams of the
parts of a flower using playdough and writing what we can see in some nature themed
sensory bottles.

This week our question of the week is: How can we make our gardens a good home for
insects?




The skill we are working on this week is: Building on ideas.

Drawing Club In Drawing Club this week we will be writing about the story

Errols ~ Errol's Garden by Gillian Hibbs.
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Book of the Week Our book of the week this week is ‘The Extraordinary
Gardener’ by Sam Boughton. This book is about a boy
named Joe who dreams of living in a lush, colorful jungle
filled with flowers and birds. Inspired by his daydreams,
Joe decides to plant a tiny seed in his dull, grey backyard.
With patience and care, the seed grows into a beautiful,
vibrant garden that not only transforms Joe’s world but :
also brings joy and color to his entire neighborhood. It's a heartwarming story about the
power of imagination, nature, and the impact one small act can have on a community.




